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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ORDERS DISTRICT GAS RATE INCREASED T0 9

WARN AGAINGT

SHYROCAETING
OF DG RENTS

’ Realtors Tell Clients Unreason-
able Raising Will Bring Dras-
tic Laws In Revaluation.

By BILL PRICE.

Conservative real estate men are al-
ready beginning to pass word to their
cMents that reckless and unreason-
able increases in rents in Washington,
following the decision of Judge Gould
that the Saulsbury acl is unconstitu-
tional, will be the worst thing thal
ever happened to legitimste real es-
tate interests, and may bring down
upon Washington stringent laws by
Congress that will handicap real es-
tate here for years to coms, in addi
tion to giving the opportunity four
widespread lambasting of this city 1o
legialative halls

The District Commissioners today
were giving serious thought to the sil-
ustion, inasmuch as skyrocketing of
rents will upset things in this city to
& degree that it s difficalt now 1o
tonceive. Appeals will be made 1o the
Commissioners, and Congress will find
pleasure in flaying the whole city for
the money-grabbing propensities of
a few.

Commissioner Gardiner was very
frank about the matter today, throw-
tng out a pointed hint to real estate
operators that they must not allow
greedy landlords to run away with
things

Future Rests With Realtors.

“I have been satisfled for a long
time that the Salusbury act s un-
constitutional,” seaid Mr. Gardiner.
“My study of the law coavinced me
of that months ago. From & strictly
Jegal standpoint it interferes with
and destroys contractural rights

“NMuch has been said about the real
sstate men of Washington as to &x-

ting and alleged unfalr dealings

was never true as g whole. They
are mnot responsible for conditions
that existed bhere. This decision of
! Judge Gould, however, puts squarely
Wp to the real estate men, with no
Jaw to control or regulate their op-
eratjons except that of supply and
demand. the results upon which the
future will be judged. I am satisfled
that the results will show conclusive-
Iy that these men as a whele wiil
<eal fairly with the people. That
they have done so in the past 1 am
confident.”

Gould's Decision Not Final

There iz a tendency almost every-
i where Lo regard the deciston of Judge
.Gould as final, and this virtually
mimounts 1o consternstion among;
thousands of tenants who were re-
- talned in their homes by decisions of
! the Maunicipal Court that the Sauls-
'"dury act was valld and furnished
yrotection against eviction and rent-
Tolsting.

It must be remembered that Judge
Gould's decision s not that of the
'entire Supreme Court bench Able
 w*an that he i=, the bench might adopt
" bls ruling, however. To a large ex-
tent the thousands of cases that
were passed upon remain in status
que pending final decision by the
Court of Appeals of the District.

There should be no fright on the
part of tenants until the Court of Ap-
peals does uct. 1t was generally be-
lisved today in judicial and legal
circles that the latter court soon will
band down a decision. touching the
apestion of constitutlionality. The
court has before it the exact issues
that were declded by Judge Gould.
When that decision is made it will be
time enough 1o consider everything
seitled.

The Righis of Tenants. \

Eminent lawyers today stated that
all cases passed upon by the Municipal
Court, In which decislons were made
favorable to tenants, cannot now be
rovived, unless appeals were taken
by landlords. Also the parties would
stand In statu quo until the Supreme
Court hears the cases as 3 whole, or
the Court of Appeals renders - final
decigion.

There are a number of appeals by
landlords before the Supreme Court
it is poasible for these landlords to
file motione for judgment before the
sSupreme Court, and if that bench as
& whole backs Judge Gould the mo-
1jons would probably be granted. It
it is still possible, however, for the
tenunt to coninue appesls to higher
conrts,

What Manicipal Court May De.

1t is entirely discretionary with the
judges of the Munlicipal Court
whether they will follow Judge
(jouid's decision in landlord and ten-
snt cases that may come before them
from now on, or which may be pend-
ing before Lhem. The judges may
tollow their own decisions of the past,
although it is customary for the lower
court to fall in line with decisions
gebove it

In these cases the Municipal Court
mAay or may not stand pat on It
former position untll the Court of
Appeals has acted. That being the
highest local court its decisions are
fmal unless appealed to the United
sStates SBuprems Court. -

While tenants have recourse to ap-
peals pending final judgment by the

Court of Appeals the process iz s
costly one. The tenant must give
bond guaranteeeing to pay all ac-

cruad rentals and the costs of the
suit.
Sauishbury Law Seon to Die.

The Saulsbury law, which recelved
s solar plexus from Judge Gould,
would die & natural death anyhow so |
goon a= peace jis proclaimed with |
Germany and Austria. It terminates |
with the signing of & peace treaty.

While it is true that the law has

WEDDED 2 MONTHS;
TIRED ALREADY
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protecied many deserving and honest
tenants it has been used by many
unworthy persons to escape payment
of fair rentals and to defy the land-
lords in every possible way. Its ben-
efits were good on the whole, it 1s
belleved.

Real estate men today believed
that there will be a general trend
upward of. rents for residentinl prop-
erties when Lhe legal situation clears
sufficieptly to do so0. Considerable
il feeling is going 1o resnlt and
“moving day"” will be every day, as
things now look.

Will Bring Abkeut Baullding.

One good result of the decision of
Judge Gould will be to bring about
a resumption of bullding in Wash-
ington, in the view of many real
estate men, including Charles W.
Fairfax, who is prosident of the Real
Estate Brokers Assoclation.

The idea Is that tenants will refuse
to pay higher rents if they can buy
or bulld homes of their own. Much
will depend upon how high rents are
raised. That will depend a good deal
upon individual landlords. Many of
them are reasonable and fair in all
things they do, with .consideration
for thelr temants. Others will care
for mothihg exeept the aimighty dol-
lar and will use thelr power out-
rageously and unfairly.

Theére are tenants who have been
just as Inconsiderate and unjust to
landlords as it was possible to be
and these may find themeselves in 2
bad situation.

©  Landlerd Now Sole Judme

Conservative men today regretted
that there is not in existence some
tribunal to which may be referred
outrageous and unfalir treatment by
either side. As the matter now
stands, when the Court of Appeals
finally acts. and in the event it de-
clares the law unconstitutional, the
landlord will be the sole judge of
what is right in rent prices. It ia
In his power to go the limit in money-
ETabbing.

Houses are by no means easy to
be had, although there are more of
them than when the armistice was
agreed upon. The population of
Waszhington has not decreased more
than 6,000 since the signing of the
armistice. It will decrease consider-
erably more than this after July 1.

BRIDE SAYS HUBBY
MEETS FIRST WIFE

Wedded only two months, Mrs
trude Wingate Porter, of 419 Seventh

Gar-

street northeast, has filed suit for
maintenance against George F. Por-
ter, declaring he deserted her, and

that =ince the wedding =he has only
received $30 from him_  although his
salary as chief clerk of the suppls
division of the War Department s
£200 & ‘month

Porter and his first wife, Mrs. Jen-
nie M. Porter, of 16802 Fourteenth
street northwest, were divorced No-
vember B last

“Then Porter professed his love for
me,” said the second Mrs. Forter.
and we went to Rockville on January
6 and were married.”

1n her bill Mre. FPorter charges that
her husband is A “regular vizitor to
tha house of his divorced wife.

]

iJuly

ENDS LIFETO
ESGAPE FROM
INGUME TAX

“I'll Never Live to Make Out
Another,” Is Declaration of
William Smootz.

'

Shortly after declaring he would

Hurdy-Gurdy Run By
Man of Draft Age Here
Proves War Is Over

Official Washingtion has been
unofficlally Iinformed that the war
is over.

For the last week an liallan of
draft age has been operaling =
“hurdy-gurdy"” around the streets
where many of the Government
bulldings are located.

General Crowder, the man who
ruled that such things as -oper-
ating a “hurdy-gurdy” were non-
easential occupations, stopped and
smiled when he saw the Italian.

THIS HEN'S FATHER

not live to make out another income
tax, Willlamm A. Smootz, forty-six|
years old, was found dead) today in
his room at his home, 808 | ltreetl'
southea={, with a bullet in his tem-
ple. !

Smoolz, who was an engineér, or-i
ten had threatened to end his lire,
according to his wife. Mrs. Sarah
Smootx. He had appeared worried
over the Income tax, and according
1o his wife had lost money on horse
races. His body was
wile, who went to his room on hear-
| ing the report of a revelver.

“My husband has for the past three
weeks worried over his income tax.)
Mrs. Smootz told a Times reporter
today. "Often when he came home
from work in the mornings he would
talk continuslly of the tax.”™

“l1 will never live snother year to!

make out my income Lax,” h‘-muol;j

saild to his wife upon coming home
from work this morning. A few |
minutes |

i

D VAN D,
OMENTHNEDA

Once reported killed in action, Pri-
vate Maurice Schultz, 415 Luray
place northwest, has returned home
with several battle scars and a clta-
tion for bravery.

His mother, Mrs, Lydia-B. Schults, |
jrecejved word from the War De-
| partment in October that he had been |
wounded sevs=rely. Later she heard/
from soldiers overseas that he had |
been killed and newspapers printed
thé report of his death

Private Schultz, after serving wi!h(
the District (Guard on the Mexican |
border, left for France with Company

12, |

C, 161st Infantry, on December

11918. He was then transferred to
Company 1, 26th regiment, First
Division, the regiment of which |
“Teddy" Roosevelt, jr., was lieu- |
tenant colonel Private Schutz kept
a record of his battles on the bag

He was I1n
Chateau

containing his gas mask.
action at Catigny, Solssons,
Thierry and at the Marne.
He went over the top for the first
time and the last time at the l.'.u'l'nlm'r
' point of the war, Chateau Thierry, on
1K, Within ffteen minutes ne

|saw three of his closest friends shot

dead at his side. He was gassed, and
a8 he struggled for breath a machine
gun bullet plowed through his thigh,
tearing the muscles from the bone.
A bit of shrapnel hit him in the back
of the head and he fell. For two|
hours he lay on the field He was
then carried to a first aid station

SUES FOR $10,000
FOR HUSBAND’S LOVE

Ten thousand dollars damages are
asked by Mrs Julia =
a sult filed today against lola True-
worthy for alleged alienation of the

affections of her husband, Stephen J.

Borowskl.

Mrs. Borowski, who Is represonted
by Attorneys George F. Sullivan and
J. . Mattingly alleges thar March 13,
1017, Miss Trueworthy came betweaen
her and her husband “deprived her of
his affection, fellowship, and society,
alienated his love and destroyed her

Borowski in

happincss and home”

found by his/

MUST BE OSTRICH

When (s “a egg” not “a egg™

In Northeast Washington there
lives an egg—#o-called—lald by &
chicken who threstens to outclass the
proverbial goose which lald the gold-
&n egEe.

The egg is called an egg bécause it
can't be denied that it was mothered
by & chicken. It resembles an ordi-
nary chicken egg in general
shapeliness. . But there the resem-
blance stops. It's & sert of a super-
eEK. ©

The egg., which is owned by Mrs.
Horace M. Darling, 408 Eleventh
street northeast, Is 8% by 8% inches
in gircumference. This is more than
an inch and a half larger than the
normal hen's egg., sccording to the
Deépartment of Agriculture. The
measurements, incidentally, are said
to be “eggs-actly™ correct

The egg's mother, a Cermantown,
Md., biddy, haa a habit of laying &
whale of an egg every day. Some of
‘em are double yolkers. Her owner,
Mrs. Horace Bennett, doesn't know
how she does it. Perhaps blddy Is
eggod on by previous experiences.

Misstress Hen, who la about two
years old, began laying huge eggs
last summer.

Note: Nothing I= Insinuated, but
the fact remains that Germantown,
Md., Is not yet dry.

“GOT ME RIGHT,” SAYS
BOOTLEGGER; THEY DID

“You got me right, boas,” deciared

WIVES PICKET
HOTEL T0 AID
SIRIKING MEN

Waiters Give Qut Cards Pre-
senting Their Side In Dispute
With Raleigh.

Wives of striking waiters of the
Raleigh Hotel, who walked out last
week when the manager of the hotel
refused to enter into a contract with
the Washington Walters’ Union, to-
day are picketing in front of the
hotel.

The first woman (o appear (o
picket was Mrs. Anna Begelman, wife
of Harry Begelman, of 1344 Sixth

She’s Helping Her Striking
Waiter Husband

k"‘l"?l.

EWPREETD

street northweat.

The women pickelers are carrying
signs which read:
of a locked out union waiter.
children want to eal.” '

Max Holder, of the Washington |
Walters’ Union, Local Neo. 781, who
is in charge of the plcketing, told
The Timea today that the women
would picket unt(l the waiters won. |
“Even if it takes & year to win outl,
we will continue to picket,” Mr.}
Holder sald. ¥

Last week the management of the
hotel refused to aign a coniract pre-|
sented by the waiters, Contemplat-
ing a strike, colored wallers were,
employed. On Tuesday Lhe colored
waiters began work :

Small cards are being given outl.
by picketers. The cards read: “We,
the walters of this hotel, present to
you our grievance agalnst Mr. Wes |
ton, the manager, for his arbitrary’
refusal to desl with the Walters':
Union.” The Raleigh Hotel has locked |
out the white unlon waiters and put |
scabs In their places. |

EGGEDHENANTS
EGCEDHERO A

A

Cliver James, zlleged bootlegger when
arrested by Sergtl. & W. Burke after
he had sold two half-pint flasks of
whiskey to a police agent.

James told the truth—they got
him right, as he was conviocted be-
fore Judge Hardison in Police Court
and gentenced to & year in the District
jall on vielation of the Sheppard law.

“Slip me a half pint,” a pollee
Agent suxgested to Willlam J. Logan,
colored, in a near-beer saloon, as he
banded the negro a marked dollar
bill and a gmarter.

Logan did the “slipping.” and later
pleaded gullty of bootlegging before
Judge Hardison, and was sentenced
to spend a year In the jall

BURNED BY WATER BOTTLE;
WOMAN SUES HOSPITAL

-

George Washington University Hos-
pital was made defendant in a sult
for $10,000 damages, filed yesterday by
Mrs. Louise [. BSouder, who was a
patient at the hospital in May, 1918.

Mrs. Souder alleges that her leg

was burned by a hot water bottle
when she was a patient in the oper-
ating ward of the institution. The
bottle was so_hot, according to the
blll. that her [ég was burned practi-

1-LEGGED sign painter wania |
a l-legged ex-soldier to solleit |
work; no experience neerded, just
gall and a gift o' gab; call morn-
ings.

This is the advertizement which
was inserted in The Times by J. D.
Sullivan, crippled hero of Spanish-
American war fame and descendant
of American sailors who fought In the |
Revolution and in the war of 1812

SBullivan was a top-sergeant of en-
gineers in the affray with Spain; and
also served as private, corporal and!
sergeant of infantry and artillery

Sulllvan lost one leg from wounds
received in battle; the other leg,
struck Iin the knee by a Spanish|
mauser bullet, i# imprisoned in a stee) .
casing. \

Sullivan's grandfather, John Dixon,
was & gunner on the Niagara. in Per-
ry's epic battle with the British on|
Lake Erie; and Sullivan is also a de-|
scendant of Captain Sullivan, who
served with the doughty Continental
fleet, which harassed Britizh shipping
in the Revolutionary war.

have a wife and child to support,
Sullivan told The Times. “My pension
fsn't enough to support my family and |

cally to the bone. Attorneys Wilton
4. Lambert and Rudolph H. Yeatman
represent Mre. Souder.

——— e —— e

SUES STANDARD OIL FOR $10.000. |

Samuel lLeigh MeDanlel, adminis-
trator of the estate of his father,
Bamuel B. McDaniel, has fed suit
again=t Lhe Standard OIl Company
for §10,000 damages alleging that
November 22 last a motor truck of
the company fatally Injured Me-
Daniel as he was crossing Pennsyl-
vania avenue al Eighth street north-
west. McDaniel died shortly after-
wards.

ing business at 231 Pennsyivania ave- |
nue northwest. My concern is going |
tn be known as. “Sully's Scldiers” Sign

| Shop.”

AT. PATRICK'S DANCE AT STORE.

The Woodward and Lothrop's Em-
ployes” Agsociation will give a St
Patrick’s Day dance in the auditori-!
um of the store Monday night. This
will be the second of a series of
dances to be given by the association. |

The “Jardin Music” orchestra has
been engaged. 1. E. Fronani, presi-
dent of the association, will be in

charge. John Beute |z chairman of
the commiltee on arrangements,

“] am the wife,
My

[

MRS. ANNA BEGELMAN,
The first woman picket in the waiters’ strike, took her place in a
downpcur of rain in front of the Raleigh Hotel today and whi'e

being photographed by The Times, said:
My two nephews, just back from fighting in

Now he is idle.

France, also are out of work.
. years old and the other eleven.

“My husband was 3 waiter.

I have two children, one seven

They must be fed.”

PAYS WITHHIS LIFE
FOR STEP IN DARK

a3 B

When Willilam A
street sowtheast

Hvelihood

[ ]
Lajgneal was thrown benealh a maov-

When Laigreal was picked up fol-
he was rushed
Baltimore In a special train in & fruit-

lowing the accident,

Jess altempt tn save his life
“I'm ecaught I'm hurt.”
Laigneal =aid between the

acrcident and Lthe tinw

The body was brought o Washgng-
ton aller & coroner s Jury
verdict of “accidental death.”

Lalgneal,
miscalculated In the
“l1 am drawing $46 a month and|gark the distance between two trains
! vasterday, he made a mistake which
coxt him his life and left a wife and
myself, 50 I am going into the paint-|six small children to earn their owa

ing car when he stepped from one
train to another at lay View Junce
| thon, Md., at 3 welock vesterday morn-
inz. Both his legs were severed.
died at Merey Hospital, Baltimore

time of the
wf his death

rendered a

LIFE SENTENCE FOR
KILLING DRY AGENT

Found gullty of the murder of Wil-
liam B. Payne, Virginia prohibition
inspector, Benjamin F. Johnson, a
negro bootlegger, was sentenced to
life imprisonment in the Richmond
penitentiary.

Johnson was convicted yesterday by
a jury in the c¢ircult court of Alexan-
driz county, Va The negro scemed
pleased at the verdict.
the death penally

Quick action was taken by the au-
thorities in the trial of Johnson He
tshot and killed Payne February 21
at Rosslyn, while resisting arrest for
hootlegging. He was placed on trial
Thursday, and afler hearing sixteen
witnesges, including Detective Ser-
grants Kelly and Baur, of Washing-
ton. to whom he had confessed, the
jury retired and, after an hour's de-
liberation, brought the verdict of
guiity, with the recommendation of
a life sentence,
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of Colambla. for lighting.
power, or for any other
not exceed %5 cents per
cuble feet,

[i

ot

rate shall
all private
the District of Columbia, w
plised with gas by the

apply

ieowo- shall have ordered

Icuar the =amwe shall have been
teented, the gas

| 0ois additional for each one thou-

| sand cubic fest of gas represented in
said blll. ss now required by law.™

Reasoms Clited.

Accompanying the official order
changing the rates was a lalement
|by the Public Utilities Commission
citing several reasons why the change
is necessary.

After showing a table compiled by
the com nission which gives the ex-
penses of the two gas companies, the
commission stated: “Thias table
shows, that under the above as-
sumption, the companies must re-
ceive 85 cents per thousand ecubie
feet for all gas scold to private con-
sumers in order to yield a return of
8 per cent. In the opiniom of the
crmmission, this price is just and.
reasonable for a limited period net
exceeding six monthe It is true tha!
it Ignores a probable reduction In
the price of oil and ccal before the
expiration of the six months period, e 4
but on the other hand it makes mo “~
allowance for the difference between 2
what the companies actually esrned
since January 1. 1018, and what they §
would have earned had the rates T
been sufficient to yield a 6 per cent
return during that period.”

In one part of the statement the
commission compares the amount of
dividends of the gas companies and
that of the Potomac Electric Powes

PR DA R e ey,

o

Company. It reads: s -
Burdens Divided. -
“in the decision in the Potomae !

Electric Power's rate case. order Ne
223, the commission held that rates
which would yield a return of 7 per
cent on the fair value of the prop-
erty of the company that wsas used
and umeful in the service of the pab-
lle, were just and reasonable. The
business of manufacturing and dis-
tributing gas, as far as thed »iak to
the . Investor is concerned, is guite
similar to that of manufacturing and
distributing electric current for light
and power, so that if 7 per cent rep-
resents a fair rate of return for an
electric power company, a similar
rate should be allowed for > gas
conpany.

i “U'mder the present abpnormal con-
ditions, however, the Commission
i feels that the burdens imposed by the
| war should not be borne wholly by
the comsumer, but should be divided
between the utility and the consumer.
Therefore, while the Commission ad- |
Leres to its opinion that under mor-
mal conlitions a 7 per cent return
should be allowed gas and slectrie
coempanies in order that capital for |
necessary extensions may be readily
obtalned, it is also of the opinion that
vntil normal conditions are restored,
rates for service of this character |
which wil iyield a return of § per
cent are reasonable and In no sense
confiscatory.”

'PLAYMATE FIRES GUN:
BOY MAY LOSE EYE

Never more will Jay Hall, jr., §
twelve years old, 121 Eleventh street |
ncrtheast, play with an air rifle -

It's “dangerous businesa™ belleves
young Hall, who today lles in a ;
darkened room at his home, threat- '
ened with the loss of an eye from &
bullet wound inflicted by an air rifle
in the hands of & playmate, :

Arthur Ford, 1110 East Capitol |
strest, discharged the shot, which
rtruck the boy on the nose, glancing
into bis right eye.
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